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The Children’s Agenda’s Statement on the New York 

State 2026-2027 Enacted Budget 
June 1, 2026 Signi�icant Wins, Others Left Behind 

The Children’s Agenda is grateful for the groundbreaking investments in New York’s child care system in the 

SFY27 enacted budget. Proposed by the Governor and with full support from the legislature, the $3 billion 

dedicated to the program is a significant milestone on the path to achieving universal child care. We are 

disappointed that there were no new investments in the child care workforce and are concerned that the fragile 

condi�on of the workforce will be a barrier to the success of this ini�a�ve. 

Similarly, we applaud the $1.6 billion investment in New York’s Universal Pre-K program, enabling the program to 

serve nearly all 4-year-olds in the state. The Children’s Agenda is disappointed that State leaders failed to ensure 

equity for three-year-old children in need of Pre-K programs outside of New York City. To achieve a truly universal 

Pre-K system, New York State must increase per-pupil rates for all pre-kindergarteners. 

With the Early Interven�on program, so effec�ve in helping infants and toddlers get developmentally on track, 

only level-funded at $205 million, we are deeply concerned that the state is leaving behind thousands of children 

and families whose rights to those services and therapies are neglected in this budget.  

Child Care 
We applaud the Governor and the legislature for delivering historic investments in the Child Care Assistance 

Program. The $3 billion dedicated to the program is a significant milestone on the path to achieving universal 
child care and is more than three �mes the amount budgeted for the program just 5 years ago. This 

unprecedented investment will help 200,000 children across the state receive safe, nurturing, and affordable 
child care while their parents work or pursue an educa�on. 

We are also excited that the enacted budget invests $66 million toward launching universal child care pilot 

programs for children under three years old in Broome, Dutchess, and Monroe coun�es. This ini�a�ve will help 
New York State build the experience necessary to achieve universal child care statewide and will support the care 

of 1,000 young children in each of those communi�es. We look forward to working with state and local leaders 
to ensure these pilot programs are implemented in an equitable and suppor�ve way for families and child care 
providers. 

These historic advancements are tempered by our disappointment that the enacted budget did not include any 

measures to boost child care worker pay. Child care educators are paid less than nearly all other professions in 

New York State. The sector suffers from staffing shortages and high turnover rates. It is difficult to imagine how 
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New York State can recruit and retain enough child care educators to achieve universal child care if providers 

cannot afford to pay much more than minimum wage.   

Education – Pre-Kindergarten  
We applaud New York State’s unprecedented $1.6 billion investment in the Universal Pre-Kindergarten (UPK) 

program. Despite its name, New York’s UPK program has never been universal: inadequate per-pupil rates and an 

outdated formula that keeps districts flat-funded for years have le� thousands of children across the state 

without access to this cri�cal support.  

A�er years of advocacy from The Children’s Agenda and our partners, the enacted budget begins to address the 

structural flaws that have limited the expansion of New York’s UPK program. This budget raises four-year-old per-

pupil rates to the higher of a district’s Selected Founda�on Aid rate or $10,000, and mandates that school 

districts offer full-day pre-kindergarten for all interested four-year-olds by the 2028-29 school year. The enacted 

budget also includes an increase in funding for New York City’s three-year-old pre-kindergarten (3-K) program. 

Expanded access to early learning will not only improve kindergarten readiness rates but will also impact the 

long-term educa�onal and economic outcomes for students across New York state.  

While we celebrate this investment in four-year-old students, The Children’s Agenda is also disappointed that 

State leaders failed to ensure equity for three-year-old children outside of New York City. The nearly 80 districts 

statewide that offer 3-K will see a diminished benefit from the increase in funding, receiving a lower effec�ve 
per-pupil rate than if the district only offered UPK. If per-pupil rates had been increased for all pre-kindergarten 

students, the Rochester City School District, which enrolls about a third of non-NYC 3-K students, would have 

received an addi�onal $5.5 million to support high-quality educa�on for the district’s youngest learners. As New 

York State works to achieve a truly universal system, it is cri�cal that districts receive adequate and equitable 
funding for all pre-kindergarten students.  

Education – Foundation Aid  
We appreciate the modest improvements in the State budget to the Founda�on Aid formula to beter reflect 
student needs. The budget includes a 2% minimum increase in Founda�on Aid for school districts, which benefits 
districts with declining enrollment and those with lower student needs.  

The weight for English Language Learners will increase from 0.53 to 0.60 next school year, which matches the 

proposals laid out by both houses.  

We recommended and the enacted budget adds two new weights for students in foster care and for students 

experiencing housing instability. The added weights – 0.12 for foster care and 0.12 for housing instability – are a 

step in the right direc�on but should be increased significantly in subsequent budgets to more accurately 
capture the addi�onal costs of providing a sound basic educa�on to these vulnerable students.   
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Developmental Services – Early Intervention  
For the second year in a row, the enacted state budget contains no new resources for the Early Interven�on 
program and is providing level funding at $205 million. This is despite recent research backing up what has been 

proven in the past: a child who receives therapies in the first three years of life is much more likely to get on 

track developmentally and be more successful in school and beyond. For those children fortunate enough to 

have access to Early Interven�on services in a �mely way, as federal law requires, it can be life-changing. 

Calls for an 8% increase in provider reimbursement rates went unheeded despite the 65,000-70,000 New York 

infants and toddlers with developmental delays and disabili�es enrolled in the EI program, with thousands 

denied �mely therapies and some aging out before receiving any services at all.  

We are grateful to the Senate and Assembly, who both included funds for rate increases in their one-house 

budgets. 

We are disappointed that none of the budget proposals included resources for the EI Reform bill 

(A.283A/S.1222A) or for expanding access to child care that is inclusive of special needs children 

(S.9396/A.10586). 

Additional Areas of Interest 
We are pleased with the following enacted budget provisions: 

• Universal school meals for students in all school districts, charter schools and non-public schools that 

par�cipate in the Na�onal School lunch and breakfast program. 
• Restora�on of funding for Supplemental Nutri�on Assistance Program (SNAP) navigators. 

 

We are disappointed that elected officials failed to make progress for children and families in the following key 
areas: 

• The WIC (Women, Infants and Children) nutri�on program needed $30M in the FY27 budget to address 

both growing demand and a shortage of outreach staff to meet that demand. This failure will threaten 

the health and nutri�on of New York’s most vulnerable young families. 

• Investments in youth mental health are inadequate in the face of growing need for these services. 

• New York’s a�erschool system was level-funded, despite the fact that 48,000 slots were lost in the 

merging of a�erschool funding streams into the Learning and Enrichment A�er-school Program (LEAPS) 

in 2024. A truly "universal" childcare system cannot stop at Pre-K or elementary school dismissal. 
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