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Smart Choices. Bold Voices.

The Children’s Agenda’s Response to the NYS Senate and
Assembly One-House Budget Proposals

March 16, 2026

We applaud both the NYS Senate and Assembly for building on Governor Hochul’s proposed budget with bold
investments that will transform the lives of children and families across New York. At the same time, we believe
there are missed opportunities for New York's children and families.

Child Care

We are thrilled that the Senate included $500 million to support the child care workforce in its one-house
budget. Recruiting and retaining early childhood educators is an essential component in achieving universal child
care. This proposal will boost pay by nearly $5,000 per educator and will help address the lack of child care
capacity in many corners of the state. We strongly urge the Governor and Assembly to embrace the Senate’s bold
proposal to include child care workforce compensation in the final state budget.

We support the Senate’s $34 million proposal to include additional communities in the planned universal child
care pilots. We believe these universal care programs for children under 3 years old will demonstrate the
tremendous value of universal child care in different communities around the state. Including additional pilot
sites will allow the State to learn how to implement this program in communities with varying strengths and
challenges.

We support the Assembly’s proposal to end the deeply unfair policy that makes parents who are paid less than
the minimum wage ineligible for child care assistance for their children. No family should be too poor to qualify
for Child Care Assistance.

We also applaud the Assembly for its proposal to grant the Office and Children and Family Services and local
social service districts more flexibility in administering the proposed $155 million in supplemental Child Care
Assistance Program funding. The Governor, Senate, and Assembly all agree on the importance of adding funds to
the Child Care Assistance Program as soon as the state budget is finalized. The Assembly’s proposal will ensure
that these supplemental funds are available to help these counties close waitlists and re-open enrollment for
eligible families. We urge adoption of the Assembly’s proposal in the enacted budget with adjustments, as
necessary, to ensure these supplemental funds can be used to support as many families as possible.

Our new Child Care Assistance Program dashboard highlights the importance of issuing these supplemental Child
Care Assistance Program funds as quickly as possible after the state budget is finalized. Thirty-five counties
outside New York City currently have wait lists or have closed enrollment entirely. Some have been closed for
almost a year now.
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Pre-Kindergarten

We are encouraged that the Assembly’s proposal builds on Governor Hochul’s historic pre-kindergarten
investment by also including higher per-pupil rates for districts with three-year-old (3K) programs. Outside of
New York City, nearly 80 school districts, including high-needs Big 5 districts like Rochester, Syracuse, and Albany,
operate 3K programs. Under Governor Hochul’s current proposal, which raises UPK per-pupil rates for four-year-
olds to the higher of $10,000 or a district’s selected Foundation Aid amount, these districts that offer 3K would
see a diminished benefit. Districts that enroll both three- and four-year-old students would receive less funding
per pre-K student than districts without 3K, which may incentivize districts to only offer four-year-old classrooms.
During this pivotal moment of investment in early childhood care and education, it is critical that districts receive
equitable funding for all of their pre-kindergarten students.

We commend the Senate for its proposal to allow school districts to receive transportation aid for pre-
kindergarten school busing costs. Transportation is a huge barrier for families across New York State, and this
proposal is an important step towards expanding access and ensuring all children can benefit from a high-quality
pre-kindergarten program.

The Children’s Agenda recommends that the enacted budget include the Assembly’s proposal to raise rates for
both three- and four-year-old students, and the Senate’s proposal on UPK transportation aid.

Developmental Services

We are pleased that both one-house budget proposals include additional funding for Early Intervention (El). The
Senate proposes $13 million for an increase in Early Intervention payment rates to providers. The Assembly
proposes $11.5 million specifically for a 5% increase in payment rates to El providers.

Early Intervention services change the lives of infants and toddlers with developmental delays and disabilities.
We applaud the Senate’s and the Assembly’s commitments to improving New York’s struggling El program
through funding that will help reduce El wait lists and lead to brighter futures for thousands of young children
and their families.

Because preschool special education services are chronically underfunded, we support the Senate proposal
linking the increase in preschool special education tuition rates with the Consumer Price Index.

We are disappointed that neither proposal includes resources for the EI Reform bill (A.283A/S.1222A) or for
expanding access to inclusive child care (5.9396/A.10586).

Foundation Aid (School Funding)

We are happy to see that both one-house budgets made additional investments in Foundation Aid for schools as
well as changes to the Foundation Aid formula to better reflect student needs. While both one-house budgets
improved upon the Executive Budget, the Assembly added the most general funding for public schools with a
$1.4 billion increase (5630.6 million above the Executive Budget) in Foundation Aid over last year. The Assembly
also added a new weight to the Pupil Needs Index of 0.65 for students in foster care and students experiencing
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housing instability, and increased the weight for English Language Learners to 0.6. Finally, the Assembly removed
the cap on the Pupil Needs Index, which would benefit the highest needs districts like the Rochester City School
District, and sets 2 percent minimum increase in Foundation Aid for school districts which benefits districts with
declining enrollment and those with lower student needs.

The Senate improved on the Executive Budget as well with an increase of $1.05 billion in Foundation Aid over
last year (5285.3 million over the Executive Budget). The Senate also added a smaller weight for students
experiencing housing instability or in foster care than the Assembly at 0.12, but matched the Assembly’s increase
of the weight for English Language Learners to 0.6.

We support the more robust funding for public schools outlined by the Assembly and particularly want to uplift
the new weight of 0.65 for students in foster care or experiencing housing instability, as well as the increase in
the weight for English Language Learners to 0.6, and the removal of the cap on the Pupil Needs Index.
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