
Provide ongoing and reliable compensation supplements to all members of the child care
workforce.

Create a permanent state fund to increase child care worker compensation (S.5533/A.492) 
Develop a plan for subsequent years to establish a minimum pay scale and career ladder
based on agreed-upon criteria to inform compensation supplement levels after the base pay
scale for all has been increased. 

Adequately resource New York’s Child Care Assistance Program (CCAP) to ensure no
eligible families are turned away or placed on waitlists. 
Implement two models of universal child care bridge projects in several communities
around the state, to be expanded to more communities until free, universal child care is achieved
statewide. 

Community eligibility projects. This model would make child care fully free and available
to all families with children in communities where a significant number of families with low
income reside. Families seeking care in those communities would not be subject to income,
work or immigration status tests. 
Capped-fee projects. All families in a project community could access child care through
this project at a cost of $100 a week ($20/day) without being subjected to income, work, or
immigration status tests. Families would also have the option of applying for CCAP; if
eligible, their family co-pays under CCAP would be less.

Child Care
We seek a child care system in New York that ensures that every family
has access to free, high quality child care, and that every child care
educator earns a thriving wage.
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Education
We seek to limit harmful and discriminatory exclusionary discipline in New
York state through enactment of the Solutions Not Suspensions bill and
investments in alternative approaches.

Approve the Solutions Not Suspensions bill (S.134/A.118)
Allocate $50 million in new investments in New York State’s annual budget to build upon the
guidance and recommendations put forward by the New York State Education Department to
reduce exclusionary discipline and promote alternative interventions and supports.

Ensure school districts receive sufficient funding to operate high-quality Pre-K programs by
tying the grant amount per child to either a district’s K-12 Foundation Aid allotment or $10,000,
whichever is greater. 

We seek to fix Universal Pre-Kindergarten funding so that all children in
New York state have access to a high-quality program.
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Complete a comprehensive assessment of the Early Intervention system to identify what
will make services accessible, equitable, and effective for every child who needs them. Advance
and pass the Early Intervention Reform Bill (A.283A/S.1222A).
Provide more resources to ensure children receive timely services. First, fulfill the promise
made to providers by implementing the 5% EI rate increase.
Grow and sustain the EI workforce by providing loan forgiveness to individuals entering the EI
workforce. Advance the Early Intervention Loan Forgiveness bill (A.1974/S.8290) to draw new
providers into the EI field.
Stabilize and support Preschool Special Education by establishing an annual rate-setting
mechanism for Preschool Special Education evaluations and programs that ensures rates
increase at least at the same rate as public school funding, preventing program closures and
maintaining access to timely services.

Developmental Services
We seek a reimagining of New York’s systems to meet the needs of infants
and toddlers with developmental delays and disabilities in a timely way,
by increasing resources and reforming programs.
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Ensure NYS fulfills its statutory commitment to cutting child poverty by 50% by 2032.
Continue making progress toward the NYS Child Poverty Reduction Advisory Council’s
(CPRAC) recommendations. 
Build on the 2025 expansion of the Empire State Child Credit to one that is:

Permanent and indexed to inflation
Includes 17-year-olds (currently excluded from the credit)
At least $1,500 per child per year, as recommended by the NYS CPRAC. 

Family Economic Security
We seek investments to improve long-term outcomes for New York’s
children and families experiencing economic hardship.
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