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Methodology

Global Strategy Group conducted an online 
survey, matched to the voter file, of 1,000 likely 
2026 voters in New York between December 1 
and December 7, 2025.

The confidence interval at the 95% confidence level 
is +/- 3.1%.

The confidence interval on sub-samples is greater.

Margin of errorVoters

Throughout the deck, we define “Parent” as those with at least one child under the age of 18, 
and “Not Parent” as everyone else (those with no children + those who only have children over 

the age of 18).

Parent (23% of the overall electorate): 41% Democrats, 16% Independents, 43% Republicans
Not Parent (77% – 43% no children, 34% children >18): 53% Democrats, 12% Independents, 35% Republicans
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Summary of Key Takeaways

1. At a time when cost of living concerns trump everything else, voters want their state leaders to spend 
more, not less, on helping families and children – even in the face of federal funding cuts. Even when 
presented with a strong argument in favor of fiscal responsibility, two-thirds of voters believe the state needs 
to invest in families and children.

2. Family-friendly policies should be central political and legislative narratives in 2026:

• Reducing child poverty is seen as just as high a priority as fighting crime; the former deserves more airtime 
than it traditionally has gotten.

• These policies garner rare cross-partisan support. Across party lines, large majorities of voters want to make 
housing, health care, and child care more affordable for low-income families. There’s also bipartisan support 
for universal child care and pre-K; increasing funding for afterschool; investing in school-based mental 
health and counseling programs; and increasing the reimbursement rate for EI therapists.

• There is significant political upside to the Governor for embracing these issues, and likely even more upside 
for candidates and legislators who are less well-known.

3. Parents are a critical voting bloc. As a group, they split evenly on partisanship, making them more 
Republican-leaning than the rest of the electorate. However, as they evaluate these policies, their worries 
about making ends meet are more determinative than their political leanings. They are highly receptive to 
policies that help families and children and are looking for leaders who will embrace them.
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Affordability
Landscape
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Voters implore state leaders to lower costs. A majority – including more than 
three in four parents – have considered moving to a more affordable state

What is one issue or problem that you would like to see 
our state's leaders focus on more?

“The biggest issue is affordability because it is too expensive to live 
in this city.”

“Affordable housing is an important issue to me. I know that a lot of 
people are living paycheck to paycheck.”

“Improving access to affordable health care so families can get the 
care they need without financial stress.”

In the past few years, have you considered moving to 
another state that's more affordable?

22

33

19

20

31

31

30

26

10

33

45

29

32

38

32

33

35

30

45

22

52

48

31

37

37

39

60

Overall

Parent

Not Parent

White

Black

Hispanic

18-44

45-64

65+

Yes - Strongly Yes - Somewhat No Total Yes

55

78

48

52

69

63

63

61

40
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Compared to other voters, parents are much more stressed about making 
ends meet. Beyond daily costs, half say saving for college is a major stressor, 
and majorities are stressed across a range of costs related to their child

73

63

58

53

49

49

42

39

37

32

30

27

26

25

19

28

28

37

32

34

29

35

26

48

47

48

27

48

4

9

6

7

12

16

3

4

28

5

6

8

10

8

10

11

22

14

21

17

19

23

19

22

Having enough savings in case of an emergency

The cost of groceries

Paying all my bills each month

The cost of utilities (electricity, gas, water)

Paying my rent or mortgage each month

Saving or paying for my child's future college or higher education*

The cost of health care

Balancing work hours and parenting*

Finding housing I can afford in a safe neighborhood with enough space
for my kid(s)*

Affording clothing and other basic needs, including for my kid(s)*

The cost of transportation (including gas or public transit)

Being able to afford small luxuries (like going out to eat or to the movies)

The cost of child care or after-school care*

Paying for school supplies, extracurriculars, and other activities for my
kid(s)*

Major 
stressor

Minor 
stressor

Not applicable to 
me

Not a 
stressor

% Major Stressor – 
Non-Parents

51

46

40

40

35

-

42

-

33**

18**

25

21

-

-

Financial Stressors – Parents

*Only shown to Parents. **Version shown to non-parents: “Finding housing I can afford in a safe neighborhood”; “Affording clothing and other basic needs”

% Total 
Stressor

92

91

86

90

81

83

71

74

63

80

77

75

53

73
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Even in the face of federal cuts, more than two-thirds of voters don’t want 
NY’s leaders to cut funding for programs that help families meet basic needs

As you may know, New York has recently experienced federal funding cuts. How do you think New York should 
respond? (SELECT ALL THAT YOU AGREE WITH)

% Agree

Overall Dem Ind Rep

We should not cut funding for programs and services that help families meet basic needs 68 80 68 50

We should be more transparent to make sure that everything we are funding is actually effective 67 66 68 67

We should make it as easy as possible for people to access the public benefits they are entitled to 57 71 54 38

We should eliminate tax credits for corporations and the wealthy that are ineffective and don't 
produce permanent new jobs in New York 56 67 44 44

We should raise taxes on large corporations and the wealthiest New Yorkers to raise revenue 55 69 48 37

We should plan ahead so we are prepared to reform under-funded and inefficient programs once 
funding is more stable 53 60 49 45

We should review the best practices implemented by other states to minimize harm to our residents 
and plan for the future 51 53 51 49

We should ensure that legally present immigrant families in New York have access to the public 
programs they are entitled to 49 61 48 32

We should not compromise on important goals we have set, like cutting child poverty in half by 2032 46 60 41 29 
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In fact, on each issue related to the welfare of families and children, voters across 
party lines want to see more investment from state government. Reducing child 
poverty is seen as just as high a priority as fighting crime

57

56

55

46

46

44

43

41

38

35

27

28

24

30

30

29

29

31

30

34

35

34

11

13

11

17

20

22

19

19

19

25

30

4

6

4

6

4

5

6

10

9

5

9

Making health care more affordable

Affordable housing

Lowering the cost of utilities

Reducing child poverty

Public safety and crime prevention

Making sure eligible families get food assistance,
particularly in the face of federal cuts

Mental and behavioral health for young people

Making sure eligible families get food assistance

Making child care more affordable

Early intervention services to support infants and
toddlers with delays or disabilities

Attracting and retaining child care workers

Much 
more

Somewhat 
more

The same 
amount

Total 
Less

% Total More

All Parent
Not 

Parent Dem Ind Rep

85 82 85 91 80 77

80 83 80 88 79 70

85 89 84 84 85 86

76 84 75 87 74 63

75 83 74 75 72 78

73 79 72 90 73* 51

74 82 72 83 71 63

71 78 69 82 72* 55

72 76 71 82 70 58

70 77 68 79 64 61

61 63 60 74 56 45

Should the state government spend more or less on each of the following?

*Denotes small sample size; results are directional.
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The mixed result among Republicans is driven entirely by non-parents; 
Republican parents strongly support gov’t spending to help families like theirs

67

78

87

64

39

33

22

13

36

61

Overall

Parent - Democrats

Not Parent - Democrats

Parent - Republicans

Not Parent - Republicans

At a time when so many families are struggling with 
the cost of living, New York leaders need to do 
everything they can to help families and children, 
and it's their job to figure out how. If there's one 
priority we should not give up, it's this.

The fact is that New York can't afford to give 
away a bunch of free stuff, especially in the 

face of federal funding cuts. Of course we all 
want to help kids, but we need to tighten our 

belt and get spending under control.

Which of the following better describes your point of view, even if you may feel mixed?
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Child Care
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Far and away, the biggest challenge for parents raising kids in NY is the cost 
of living – and the cost of child care is a major driver of that

“The cost of child care is astronomical.”

[IF PARENT] What are some of the biggest challenges you have faced as a parent raising a family in New York?

“High rent, child care costs, and crowded schools make 
raising a family in New York tough.”

“The cost of everything is excessive and it’s hard to get 
everything and pay for everything for my kids.”

“High housing costs and finding reliable child care. It 
sometimes feels like I’m always juggling time, money and 
space just to keep things running.”

“The cost. It’s so hard to be able to do things with my kids 
when we spend so much on bills.”
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Almost every voter who’s considering having children is concerned about cost of 
raising kids in NY; more than anything, they want child care to be more affordable

“More accessible and affordable child care options.”

[IF CONSIDERING CHILDREN IN THE FUTURE]* Do you have concerns about the cost of raising a child in New 
York?

66 25 9Overall

Yes – Major concerns Yes – Minor concerns No concerns Total Concerns

91

*Among non-parents with no children, 18% say they are 
considering raising children in the future; 21% say maybe; and 
61% say they are not considering raising children in the future.

[IF CONSIDERING CHILDREN IN THE FUTURE]* What do you want to see New York's leaders do to make the 
state a better place to raise a child for you?

“Making the cost of living more affordable.”

“Help make child care and health care more affordable.”

“Provide free quality child care and flexible working policies for 
parents, as well as a four-day work week and healthcare subsidies.”

“Work to lower costs of childcare, groceries, and healthcare. High 
costs of living are the reason people are hesitant about having 
children.”
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Overall Parent
Not 

Parent
% very concerning

73 72 73
The average annual cost of child care in New York is the second highest in the nation at about $18,000 a year.

68 74 66
The average annual cost of child care in New York has increased 79% since just 2019, and is now at about 
$18,000 a year.

65 71 64
More than 57% of child care programs statewide say they can't find enough staff, leaving many families 
without reliable child care options for their kids.

65 77 62
More than 16,600 children across New York are missing out on child care because there simply aren't enough 
open spots available.

62 66 60
About 2,200 child care positions statewide remain unfilled, worsening child care shortages and forcing some 
centers to cut back on care.

60 69 58
More than 13,000 children are stuck on waiting lists for a child care spot, leaving parents struggling to find 
safe, affordable care during the workday.

56 63 53
Half of child care facilities report needing to close classrooms on short notice due to staff absences, leaving 
families to scramble for last-minute care or miss work.

54 56 54
The median wage for child care workers is only about $38,000 per year, about $20,000 less than the median 
wage for all New Yorkers, and not enough to live comfortably in most of the state.

52 60 50
The average child care worker in New York earns only about $18/hour, less than the median wage for all New 
Yorkers.

When presented with more information, voters remain most concerned about costs, 
particularly compared to other states. Parents are also highly concerned about the 
lack of available spots that leave so many children without care
Facts about the NY Child Care System
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A majority of voters believe each of the child care policies we tested would 
have a very positive impact on the state, especially parents and low-income

Impact of Policies Related to Child Care in NY

61

54

55

58

54

51

51

52

54

50

53

32

38

36

33

37

38

37

35

32

36

30

% Very Positive / % Somewhat Positive

Increasing access to child care for children with disabilities

Providing child care subsidies to parents who are attending school or job 
training

Raising pay for child care workers

Opening or expanding child care centers in neighborhoods where families 
have trouble finding care

Increasing funding for child care assistance programs so more families 
can access affordable child care

Raising the income limit for child care assistance so more families qualify

Creating a state fund to guarantee that every eligible New York family can 
access subsidized child care, without waitlists or child enrollment caps

Expanding eligibility for child care assistance so more families qualify

Creating a $1.2 billion permanent fund to boost child care worker pay

Simplifying applications and waitlists for child care assistance

Providing universal free child care for every family

% Very Positive 

Parent
Not 

Parent <$50K
$50K-
$100K $100K+

61 61 67 62 54

62 52 62 51 49

60 54 65 51 49

58 58 67 56 51

56 53 65 50 46

60 48 64 44 42

58 49 61 48 43

56 51 60 52 43

54 55 59 52 52

57 48 58 50 40

56 52 59 49 50
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Total Support
75

80
74

87
77
59

72
90
79

81
75
69

Both specific universal child care policies we tested garner similarly high support, 
although the intensity behind that support is notably lower when we get into 
specifics than when we communicate in broad terms (i.e., “universal free child care”)

Expanding free child care first in communities with 
more low-income families, and then gradually 
extending it to higher-income areas over time

34

41
32

42
45
19

29
58
41

43
30
28

41

39
42

45
32

40

43
32

38

38
45

41

25

20
26

13
23
41

28
10
21

19
25
31

Overall

Parent

Not Parent

Democrat

Independent

Republican

White

Black

Hispanic

<$50K

$50K-$100K

$100K+

Strongly 
support

Somewhat 
support

Total 
Oppose Total Support

75

83
72

85
69
63

71
88
81

80
73
70

Capping how much families pay for child care to no 
more than $100 per week, and then gradually lowering 
those costs over time

34

38
32

44
30
21

29
57
47

42
33
26

41

45
40

41
39

42

42
31

34

38
40

44

25

17
28

15
31
37

29
12
19

20
27
30

Overall

Parent

Not Parent

Democrat

Independent

Republican

White

Black

Hispanic

<$50K

$50K-$100K

$100K+

Strongly 
support

Somewhat 
support

Total 
Oppose
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Pre-K and K-12 
Education
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31 42Solutions Not Suspensions Act

% Strongly Support / % Somewhat Support

Below is a list of actions schools can take related to suspensions. Please indicate if you support or oppose each.

46

49

32

36

31

42

Limiting suspensions for small infractions, like
tardiness or not listening (also known as willful

defiance)

Eliminating suspensions in Pre-K through 3rd
grade in all but the most extreme cases

Limiting suspensions for all grades to no more
than 20 days

Total 
Support

% Strongly Support

Parents* Not
Parents White Black Hisp.

73 41 28 29 45 39

Total 
Support

% Strongly Support

Parents* Not
Parents White Black Hisp.

82 55 44 44 57 50

80 51 49 47 62 57

74 40 30 30 43 40

% Strongly Support / % Somewhat Support

Voters support the underlying provisions of Solutions Not Suspensions even 
more than they support it as a broad concept – particularly limiting 
suspensions for willful defiance and eliminating suspensions in pre-K to 3

New York lawmakers are considering the Solutions Not Suspensions Act, which would limit the use of suspensions – 
especially for minor, non-violent infractions – and encourage schools to use age-appropriate approaches to discipline 
that get at the root of the problem. Do you support or oppose the Solutions Not Suspensions Act?

*19% of parents have had a child suspended from school.
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School-support policies have not just broad but intense support, 
especially among parents

Do you support or oppose each of the following?

56

56

51

35

33

37

% Total Support % Strongly Support

All Dem Ind Rep Parents
Not 

Parents

91 96 88 85 61 55

89 96 87 80 68 52

88 93 87 79 65 46

% Strongly Support / % Somewhat Support

Increasing state funding for afterschool 
programs, including tutoring, to improve 

academic outcomes/help parents

Increasing funding for school-based 
mental health and counseling programs 

in schools

Expanding Pre-K to ensure that every 4-
year-old in New York has access to a 

high-quality, full-day program
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Early Intervention
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A majority supports increasing the reimbursement rate for EI therapists after a short 
description, though many aren’t sure. Telling voters about the problems with the 
state’s EI system increases support, particularly among non-parents

New York’s Early Intervention (EI) program, which provides developmental services for infants and toddlers who 
have trouble learning to crawl, walk, speak, or regulate their emotions. Child early intervention therapists are 
reimbursed by the state for their services. Do you support or oppose increasing the reimbursement rate for early 
intervention (EI) therapists?

36

43

32

44

20 12

13

Initial (no
information)

Post-Facts About
NY's EI Program

Strongly 
support

Somewhat 
support DK Oppose

Strong / Total Support

Overall Parent

Parent of 
child w/ 

disability*
Not 

Parent

68 47 / 76 51 / 80 33 / 66

87 47 / 87 57 / 93 42 / 87

+19 +11 +13 +21Total Support Shift:

*Parent of child w/disability (11% of the electorate) includes all 
parents, including those with children over the age of 18.
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Similar to when we talk about the cost of child care, we should talk about 
how NY’s EI program stacks up against other states, though we also need to 
drive the connection between low reimbursement rates → delayed services

Facts about New York’s Early Intervention (EI) Program

Overall Parent
Not 

Parent Dem Ind Rep
% very concerning

68 65 68 78 62 55 New York ranks 48th in the nation for delivering early intervention services on 
time to children who qualify

61 67 60 72 55 49 Thousands of infants and toddlers wait longer than the 30 days required by 
law to begin receiving early intervention services, and some children "age out" 
of eligibility before ever getting the therapies they were supposed to receive

58 55 59 68 52 47 The current reimbursement rate for early intervention therapists is lower today 
than it was 30 years ago

58 63 57 68 55 46 The state's low reimbursement rates for early intervention therapists have led 
many to leave the field, worsening the shortage of providers

54 55 53 64 47 41 Although New York approved a 5% reimbursement rate increase for early 
intervention therapists, it still hasn't been implemented, leaving providers 
without long-promised pay raises
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Political 
Implications
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There is a significant political upside for the Governor for embracing these issues, 
particularly making child care more affordable and expanding child tax credits

Policy Support – Impact on Favorability of Governor Kathy Hochul
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Much more 
favorable

Somewhat 
more fav

Less
fav

% Much More Favorable

Parent
Not 

Parent Dem Ind Rep

49 48 65 46 27

50 45 62 40 26

49 45 63 38 24

50 40 56 44 24

47 41 57 40 23

42 42 57 36 23

44 41 55 39 25

37 34 45 33 21

Making child care more affordable for working families

Increasing funding for school-based mental health and 
counseling programs

Expanding access to affordable housing and rental 
assistance for low-income families

Expanding child and family tax credits to reduce child 
poverty across New York

Funding universal Pre-K

Raising pay for child care workers

Increasing reimbursement rates for early intervention 
therapists so infants and toddlers with developmental 

delays can get the care they need
Supporting the Solutions Not Suspensions Act to reduce 

school suspensions and keep students learning
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1

2

o More than three-quarters of parents (78%) have considered
moving to another state that’s more affordable.

o Among those considering having children in the future, 91%
are concerned (66% have major concerns) about the cost of
doing so in New York.

o Compared to non-parents, parents are significantly more
likely to say each of these is a major stressor:
o Having enough savings in an emergency (73% vs. 51%)
o The cost of groceries (63% vs. 46%)
o Paying their bills each month (58% vs. 40%)
o The cost of utilities (53% vs. 40%)
o Paying rent or mortgage (49% vs. 35%)

o Three in five parents have personally struggled with the
cost of child care, including 69% of parents of color.

o Parent voters are especially likely to support policies that
help low- and moderate- income families deal with rising
costs, particularly increasing access to affordable
homeownership (58% say NY should definitely do this),
expanding child and family tax credits (58%), and
expanding access to affordable health care services (55%).

Proof points:

Key Stories from Findings

New York’s affordability crisis not only 
hurts families but threatens the future 
of our state.

Parent voters are struggling 
significantly with the cost of living and 
looking to their leaders for relief. 
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Key Stories from Findings

3
Even in the face of federal funding cuts, 
voters view investments in families and 
children as non-negotiable.

Proof points:

o 68% of voters agree that, even in the face of federal funding
cuts, we should not cut funding for programs and services
that help families meet basic needs.

o 67% of voters say that New York’s leaders need to do
everything they can to help families and children, while only
33% say that in the face of cuts we need to tighten our belt
and get spending under control.

o Across a range of priorities, majorities of Democrats,
Independents, and Republicans alike want to see state
government spend more than they are now, including:

• Reducing child poverty
• Making sure eligible families get food assistance
• Mental and behavioral health for young people
• Making child care more affordable
• Early intervention services
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Thank You

GSG FOR THE CHILDREN’S AGENDA, DECEMBER 2025
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