The Agenda

2025-26 City of Rochester Budget Priorities

A City Budget That Supports Youth

Investing in youth lays the foundation for a safe and prosperous
City of Rochester

Reducing Child Poverty

Establishing Children’s Savings Accounts (R-Future Fund) &
Implementing Recommendations from the 2025 Child Poverty Report

To help families with asset building and affording postsecondary education,
the City of Rochester is launching a Children’s Savings Account (CSA)
program in the spring of 2026. Modeled off programs like San Francisco’s
Kindergarten to College, every child who enrolls in kindergarten at the
Rochester City School District (RCSD) will automatically “...receive a $50
seed deposit, and an additional $100 equity bonus for students experiencing
poverty...”

The Children’s Agenda applauds this new program which is associated with
improved college completion rates according to multiple studies.

The Children’s Agenda partnered with the People, Parks and Public Works Committee on their 2025 Childhood
Poverty Report, released in March, which outlines dozens of policy recommendations to alleviate childhood
poverty in Rochester and the rest of New York State. We call on City Council to adopt the recommendations in
full, both those that City Council has jurisdiction over, and creating memorializing resolutions in support of the
policy recommendations for Monroe County and New York State.

Our Recommendations

« Make the CSA model truly universal, by automatically enrolling all children who are city
residents. The current model requires families with students who do not attend RCSD to enroll
themselves. While there are plans to expand automatic enrollment to charter school students in
2027, that rollout should be simultaneous rather than staggered to maximize impact.

» Work with New York State and Monroe County to acquire access to birth records that allow the
program to start at birth.

» Implement the recommendations of the 2025 Childhood Poverty Report released by the
People, Parks and Public Works Committee.
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Libraries

New Northeast Branch & Expansion of Toy Library

The public library system in Rochester is an invaluable resource that connects children and families to
information and technology that would otherwise be too costly or difficult to access.

We fully support the City’s plans for constructing a new branch in the Northeast quadrant of Rochester
as part of the Fernwood Avenue Project. Currently only one branch exists in this section of the city, and
residents of that area are underserved.

We also support expanding the Toy Library, currently housed at the Lincoln Branch, to more locations
throughout the city to improve accessibility.

Our Recommendations

« We fully support the planned construction of a new branch library in the underserved
northeast part of the city as part of the Fernwood Avenue Project.
» Replicate the Toy Library in each quadrant of the city to expand play opportunities.
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Youth Mental Health and Community
Building

Social-Emotional Supports in R-Centers & Becoming a

Restorative City

Rates of youth depression and suicide have reached crisis levels,
according to national and local data. Suicide is the second leading
cause of death for young people ages 10 to 24. In the 2023-24
school year, 44% of girls at RCSD reported difficulty concentrating
because of their mental health. R-Centers play an important role in
improving youth mental health, by providing an outlet for physical
activity and socializing.

R-Centers are also places where the social-emotional supports and
strategies used by schools can be extended into the community.

The Proposed 2025-2026 City of Rochester Budget includes continuation of funding for social-emotional
programming in 5 R-Centers using American Rescue Plan (ARPA) funding. The Children’s Agenda fully
supports this program, and recommends expanded supports to all R-Centers, which should be funded
through the general fund, and not dependent on grants.

In addition, all youth-serving employees of the city should take a consistent approach to interacting with
youth that is trauma-informed and rooted in restorative practices. To move towards this goal we
recommend staff receive professional development in restorative practices, so Rochester may move
towards being a “Restorative City.”

Our Recommendations

- Expand social-emotional programming to all R-centers.
« Train all youth-serving city employees on restorative practices to make Rochester a
“Restorative City.”
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