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The Children’s Agenda Statement on the 2025-26 New York State 

Legislature Session 

 

In its 2025 session, the New York State legislature made posi�ve steps forward for New York’s children and 

families and yet missed many opportuni�es to address longstanding problems.  

 

We applaud the Governor and legislature for approving several measures to support families’ economic security. 
An improved Empire State Credit triples the credit for children under 4 years old to $1,000 and, on average, 
doubles the amount for all families. A Birth Allowance for Beginning Year (BABY) Benefit will provide $1,800 in 
support to families receiving public assistance. Child nutri�on will improve with the launch of universal school 
meals, providing free breakfast and lunch to all public-school students regardless of income if their school 

par�cipates in the Na�onal School Lunch Program. Finally, a 4-year housing voucher pilot supports homeless 

families or families at imminent risk of losing their housing.   

 

We support the State’s policy change to posi�vely impact students’ educa�on and mental health through a cell 

phone ban in schools that limits distrac�ons during the school day, has common sense excep�ons based on 
student needs, and prohibits students from being suspended for viola�ng the policy. 
 

We are pleased that state leaders came to an agreement to temporarily increase funding for the Child Care 

Assistance Program by $400 million. This will prevent tens of thousands of families from losing child care. 
However, New York’s child care system desperately needs permanent funding increases to raise child care 

educator pay and ensure that every eligible family who seeks assistance affording child care can receive it. 
 

We are dismayed that the state provided no new investments in the Early Interven�on (EI) program and made no 

progress toward fixing this broken system given New York’s status as 50th in the na�on on �meliness of EI service 
delivery.  
 

The legislature once again did not vote on the Solu�ons Not Suspensions bill (S134/A118), which would limit the 

use of suspensions in public schools and promote alterna�ve forms of student discipline. With nearly a million 

missed days of school due to suspensions every school year in New York, this bill must become a priority. 

 

New York’s children are threatened by recent federal ac�ons and looming legisla�on that will lead to higher rates 

of child poverty, more food scarcity, and a loss of health care. State leaders missed several opportuni�es to 
provide our children with addi�onal support to mi�gate the harm of federal cuts. We look forward to working 

with our partners in government to address these shortcomings in the future.  
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