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The 2025-26 state budget was approved by the Senate and Assembly yesterday, with mixed results for 

children. 

   

We applaud:  

• The expanded Empire State Credit that triples the credit for children under 4 years old to $1,000 

and, on average, doubles the value for all families.   

• A $400 million increase in funding for the Child Care Assistance Program. 

• A Birth Allowance for Beginning Year (BABY) Benefit that will provide $1,800 in support to 

families receiving public assistance.  

• Universal school meals, providing free breakfast and lunch to all public school students 

regardless of income.  

• A cell phone ban in schools that limits distractions during the school day, has common sense 

exceptions based on student needs, and prohibits students from being suspended for violating 

the policy. 

• A 4-year housing voucher pilot supporting homeless families or families at imminent risk of losing 

their housing.  

  

We are disappointed that elected officials failed to make progress for children and families in two key 

areas:   

1. We are dismayed that New York’s Early Intervention program, which is 50th in the nation for 

timely service delivery and puts half of eligible children on wait lists, received no new 

investment. It’s also disappointing that the final budget does not include an Early Intervention 
reform bill (A.283-A/S.1222) that would have begun to address the structural problems with the 

program.   

  

2. Child workers, who are among the state’s lowest paid workers and who have benefited from a 
temporary workforce compensation program over the past few years, will receive no boost to 

their pay.   

  

We will release a more detailed analysis once our team has had time to thoroughly review the full 

enacted budget.   

  

 

   
 


