
What is Needed What the Governor
Proposed

What the Assembly
Proposed

What the Senate
Proposed

Create a permanent state
child care fund to
increase child care
worker compensation
statewide.

No Proposal No Proposal One-time $500M
allocation to increase
child care worker
compensation

Increase state funding for
the Child Care Assistance
Program (CCAP) by
$300M to account for
growth in CCAP
enrollment.

No Proposal $212.5M to supplement
the CCAP

$50M to supplement the
CCAP: $25M to increase
the availability of non-
traditional hour care and
$25M to fund
decoupling care hours
from work hours

$100M for creating new
child care centers to
increase capacity
$10M of federal funding
for renovations for
family based programs
$1M to create a NY
Child Care Coalition

Repeal the minimum
earnings requirement
for families receiving
child care assistance
$250,000 to conduct a
study to develop a new
child care rate setting
methodology
An alternative substitute
pool proposal
An alternative proposal
to establish the New
York Coalition on Child
Care

Repeal the minimum
earnings requirement for
families receiving child
care assistance
An alternative substitute
pool proposal
A proposal to allow
families to receive care
outside of their
scheduled work hours

What is Needed What the Governor
Proposed

What the Assembly
Proposed

What the Senate
Proposed

Investing $195M to
increase resources and
remove barriers for youth
in need of mental health
services

No Proposal $16.5M for Children’s
Behavioral Health
investments

$200M for Medicaid
Rate Increase for
Children's Behavioral
Health
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EARLY INTERVENTION

What is Needed What the Governor
Proposed

What the Assembly
Proposed

What the Senate
Proposed

Pass the NY Working
Families Tax Credit

Ensure that families living
in the greatest poverty,
who are currently
excluded from the full
credit, receive meaningful
relief for their family
budgets.

Expanding the Empire
State Child Credit to
$1,000 for children birth-
3 in 2025 and $500 for
children 4-16 in 2026
Eliminating phase-in
which penalizes low-
income families

Adopting the Governor’s
proposal in 2025, then
transitioning to a
version of the Working
Families Tax Credit in
2026

Adopting the Working
Families Tax Credit

CHILD POVERTY

What is Needed What the Governor
Proposed

What the Assembly
Proposed

What the Senate
Proposed

Fund a comprehensive
review of New York’s EI
program to bring it into
compliance with federal
law and enact reforms to
effectively meet the
needs of young children
and their families.

No Proposal No Proposal Adopting the EI Reform
bill (S.1222) 
$250,000 to fund the bill,
a comprehensive review
of the EI program

 

Shorten wait times by
increasing rates by an
additional 5%, to be
funded through an
increase in the Covered
Lives assessment.

No Proposal $22M for a 5% rate
increase, with $10M
coming from Managed
Care Organization
(MCO) tax and $12M
from Aid to Localities

$90M for a rate
increase, with $45M
coming from the MCO
tax
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EDUCATION

What is Needed What the Governor
Proposed

What the Assembly
Proposed

What the Senate
Proposed

Adopt a Universal Pre-
Kindergarten model that
keeps up with rising
costs by recalculating the
per-pupil amount
annually and indexing to
K-12 funding increases.

No Proposal $302.4M to increase the
minimum UPK grant
from $5,400 per student
to $10,000
$25M for UPK
expansion

Increasing the minimum
UPK grant to from
$5,400 per student to
$6,700

Improve the Foundation
Aid formula to better
represent the full cost of
an adequate education,
and use the best
measurements of student
need. Revise base
amount methodology to
add weights for higher
concentrations of poverty
and special education
needs.

Proposed $1.4 Billion
increase in Foundation
Aid
Replacing free and
reduced price lunch as a
measure of poverty with
data on economically
disadvantaged students
Replacing Census
Poverty data with Small
Area Income and
Poverty Estimates

$2 Billion increase in
Foundation Aid
Updates the Regional
Cost Index (RCI) to be
the greater of the 2006
Index or the 2024
updated values for each
region
Increases the English
Language Learner
Factor of the Pupil
Needs Index from 0.5 to
0.65
Lowers the Income
Wealth Index floor from
0.65 to 0 over three
years 
Provides a 2.9%
minimum increase to 

       Foundation Aid

$2.1 Billion increase in
Foundation Aid
Increasing the Regional
Cost Index for New York
City and the Hudson
Valley
Provides for a minimum
3% increase

Policies restricting cell
phone use during school
hours should be
developed in partnership
with parents and
students. Use of a cell
phone or internet-enabled
device by itself should
not be a suspendable
offense. 

Ban internet-enabled
devices from bell to bell,
except if needed as part
of student’s IEP
Review data on
discipline disparities in
enforcing policy
annually
No prohibition on
suspensions
$13.5M for
implementation

Proposed $38.5M for
implementation but no
specific language for
ban

Requires consultation
with families to create
local policies
Allows cell phone use
during non-instructional
time;
Prohibits schools from
suspending students for
cell phone use violations
$13.5M for
implementation
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