
2025 State Policy Priorities

Reduce barriers to child care access for children with developmental delays and
disabilities

Increase the enhanced rates for children with special needs to 130% of the market rate (up
from 115%) and take steps to make it easier for child care programs to receive the
enhanced rate.

Child Care
Move New York toward universal access to affordable, 
high-quality child care with racial equity as a priority
Provide sustained and reliable compensation and benefits to the child care workforce

Create a permanent state child care fund to increase child care worker compensation
statewide.
Establish an ongoing minimum pay scale and career ladder based on agreed upon criteria.
Use this pay scale to inform compensation supplement levels after base pay scale has been
increased for all.

Ensure ALL New Yorkers can access child care, starting by guaranteeing child care
assistance (CCAP) to eligible low-income New Yorkers

Make child care a state-funded entitlement for families making less than 250% of the federal
poverty threshold.
Increase state funding for the Child Care Assistance Program by $300 million to account for
growth in CCAP enrollment.

Visit us at thechildrensagenda.org
Contact Brigit Hurley at bhurley@thechildrensagenda.org

Pass the NY Working Families Tax Credit (A.3474/S.2082)
Ensure that families living in the greatest poverty, who are currently excluded from the full
credit, receive meaningful relief for their family budgets.

Enact the full policy agenda of the Rochester-Monroe Anti-Poverty Initiative, in which TCA
serves as a leader

Child Poverty
Reduce child poverty and racial and economic inequities

Health
Increase equitable access to health care and mental health
services for children

Improve access to quality healthcare services through a revised Medicaid State Plan
Amendment (SPA) to expand Medicaid in school-based settings. 
Increase resources and remove barriers for youth in need of mental health services.

https://rmapiny.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/RMAPI-2025-Policy-Agenda.pdf


Education
Reduce the harmful impact of exclusionary discipline on
children, ensure all New York children have the
opportunity to attend Pre-K, and boost school funding
Pre-K Funding

Adopt a Universal Pre-Kindergarten model that keeps up with rising costs by recalculating
the per-pupil amount annually and indexing to K-12 funding increases.

Solutions Not Suspensions
Pass the Solutions Not Suspension bill (A.118/S.134) to limit the use of suspensions in Pre-
K through 3rd grade to only the most serious offenses, shorten the maximum length of
suspensions to 20 school days (except when required by federal law), and support students’
long-term success by requiring that students who are suspended receive academic
instruction and the opportunity to earn credit, complete assignments and take exams.

Foundation Aid
New York State must improve the Foundation Aid formula to better represent the full cost of
an adequate education, and use the best measurements of student need. The base amount
methodology should be revised to add weights for higher concentrations of poverty and
special education needs.

Visit us at thechildrensagenda.org
Contact Brigit Hurley at bhurley@thechildrensagenda.org
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Fund a comprehensive review of New York’s EI program to bring it into compliance with
federal law and enact reforms to effectively meet the needs of young children and their
families (A.283-A/S.1222).
Shorten wait times by increasing rates by an additional 5%, to be funded through an
increase in the Covered Lives assessment.
Expand access to child care for children with developmental delays and disabilities
by doubling the existing 15% rate enhancement in the Child Care Assistance Program.
Attract new EI providers by creating a student loan forgiveness program for EI
professionals who work in Medically Underserved and/or Health Care Provider        
Shortage Areas (A.1974).

Developmental Services
Decrease wait times for Early Intervention by making sure
providers are there when kids need them


