
 

 
1 South Washington St., Suite 120, Rochester, NY 14614    |    (585) 256-2620   |    www.thechildrensagenda.org 

  
 
 

July 26, 2024  

 

The Honorable Xavier Becerra 

 Secretary Department of Health and Human Services  

200 Independence Avenue, S.W.  

Washington, D.C. 20201  

 

The Honorable Chiquita Brooks-LaSure  

Administrator Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services U.S. Department of Health and Human 

Services  

200 Independence Avenue, S.W.  

Washington, D.C. 20201  

 

Re:  New York Section 1115 Demonstration Waiver Request - New York State Medicaid 

Redesign Team (MRT) Waiver: Continuous Eligibility Waiver Amendment Dear Secretary 

Becerra and Administrator Brooks-LaSure 

 

Dear Secretary Becerra and Administrator Brooks-LaSure, 

 Thank you for the opportunity to comment on New York’s 1115 waiver request to extend 
continuous eligibility to the youngest New Yorkers, allowing children deemed eligible to remain on 

Medicaid or Child Health Plus until the end of the month of their sixth birthday.  

 The Children’s Agenda is a non-partisan organization that advocates for effective policies and drives 

evidenced-based solutions for the health, education and success of children in New York State. We 

are especially committed to children who are vulnerable because of poverty, racism, health 

inequities and trauma. We partner with hundreds of parents and caregivers in the Finger Lakes 

Region, as well as the rest of New York State, to ensure their lived expertise drives our policy work. 

Members of the Very Invested Parents (VIPs) are at the forefront of The Children’s Agenda’s work 
advocating for what works best for kids at the state and local level. 

 The Children’s Agenda, along with several other advocacy groups in New York, has urged New York 

State to be next in line to provide continuous eligibility for young children.  We believe the evidence 

is clear that offering continuous coverage for young children is a reliable way to ensure they remain 

covered throughout the most important years of their development.  Children need to be enrolled in 

health insurance if they are to receive important preventive and treatment services when and 

where they need them. 

 

We stand fully behind the waiver that has been submitted, and would like to emphasize our support 

for continuous enrollment to take effect immediately for all children under the age of six, 

rather than a phased in approach.  
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As New York has resumed renewals in Medicaid, Child Health Plus, and the Essential Plan post-

pandemic, data has shown that of the children who completed renewal for Child Health Plus, only 

1% lost coverage because they were no longer income-eligible for the program.i  

 

Washington State, the second state to be approved (behind Oregon), reported data showing 

evidence that coverage gaps fall disproportionately on children of color, who are more likely to 

experience churn after Medicaid renewals.ii  

 

Children and families who have health coverage are more likely to get care, have better health 

outcomes and sense of their own health and well-being, and experience less financial strain.  

Studies have found that Medicaid coverage in childhood is associated with better health in 

adulthood, higher levels of educational attainment, higher tax payments, and greater financial 

security.  Medicaid coverage of children and pregnant people is associated with improved health 

and lower rates of disability in adulthood.iii The evidence is clear that public health coverage for 

children supports well-being and produces financial benefits for society.  

 

New York has long been a leader in covering children.  Implementing continuous coverage for 

children from birth to age six and investing in clear communication with families, resources for 

community partners, and streamlined verification will help ensure that continues. 

 

We applaud New York State for seeking this waiver and appreciate this opportunity to provide 

comments that indicate our support for these changes to support the health and development of 

young children. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Eamonn Scanlon 

Director of Community Impact The Children’s Agenda 

 
CC: James McDonald, Commissioner NYSDOH 

Amir Bassiri, Deputy Commissioner of OHIP and NYS Medicaid Director 

Angela Profeta, Deputy Secretary for Health for NYS 

 
 

i New York State Department of Health. (2023). New York State Public Health Emergency Unwind Dashboard - September 2023 
ii In Washington State’s 1115 waiver amendment for 0-6 continuous coverage, it noted that in Washington, “white Hispanic 
Medicaid enrollees ages 0-6 experienced 46 months of disruption every five years per 100 children. This is significantly lower 
than the same aged Black Hispanic Medicaid enrollees who experienced 63 months of disruption every five years per 100 
children.” STATE OF WASHINGTON: REQUEST FOR RENEWAL OF SECTION 1115 MEDICAID DEMONSTRATION WAIVER, MEDICAID 

TRANSFORMATION PROJECT (MTP) (June 29, 2022 and July 1, 2022), https://www.medicaid.gov/sites/default/files/2022-08/wa-
medicaid-transformation-pa5_0.pdf. 

 

https://info.nystateofhealth.ny.gov/sites/default/files/New%20York%20State%20Public%20Health%20Emergency%20Unwind%20Dashboard%20-%20September%202023.pdf
https://www.medicaid.gov/sites/default/files/2022-08/wa-medicaid-transformation-pa5_0.pdf
https://www.medicaid.gov/sites/default/files/2022-08/wa-medicaid-transformation-pa5_0.pdf
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iii Pham, O., Ranji U., Orgera, K., Medicaid Initiative to Improve Maternal and Infant Health and Address Racial Disparities (2020). 
Kaiser Family Foundation. https://www.kff.org/report-section/medicaid-initiatives-to-improve-maternal-and-infant-health-
and-address-racial-disparities-issue-brief/ 

 

https://www.kff.org/report-section/medicaid-initiatives-to-improve-maternal-and-infant-health-and-address-racial-disparities-issue-brief/
https://www.kff.org/report-section/medicaid-initiatives-to-improve-maternal-and-infant-health-and-address-racial-disparities-issue-brief/

