
Available Data & Why It Matters

There is little publicly available data regarding New York’s child care
system, and no disaggregated data at all on the children and families
statewide who utilize these services. Limited state-level disaggregated
data are available on the children enrolled in subsidized care, though this
represents only a small percentage of families and the information is
several years delayed. Some disaggregated data are available on the child
care workforce from the Aspire Registry, but it is not yet representative of
the entire workforce.

The only dataset the state regularly publishes on the child care system
provides information on the location of OCFS regulated programs and
the number of children per age group each is allowed to care for.
While this is helpful for analyzing child care capacity around the state, it
lacks critical information to tell the story of how workers and families are
experiencing the system and if their needs are truly being met. 

Having disaggregated data is important to inform both county- and
state-level policy decisions on a number of issues, including: 

Ensuring children with disabilities have access to the care they need
Identifying and addressing barriers families face in accessing child care
assistance (e.g., language access)
Ensuring the State’s quality rating system is inclusive of diverse cultural
values and understandings of what makes a program “quality”
Identifying tailored supports that would allow the members of the
workforce to advance their education and careers in the field 
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The SolutionThe Need
New York's families need equitable access to
affordable, high-quality child care. Knowing who is
being served and who is not is critical so we can fix
systemic gaps and inequities. This requires public
access to enrollment and service data separated out
by demographics like race/ethnicity, gender,
socioeconomic status, and disability status. 

New York needs uniform standards for state
agencies requiring them to collect and publish
data on children's services. The reports should
include enrollment and service data by
demographic categories. The data should be
analyzed and published annually and explore the
intersections between different demographics.

See reverse for more details on the availability of disaggregated Child Care data in New York

https://www.acf.hhs.gov/occ/data/fy-2021-ccdf-data-tables-preliminary
https://www.nysecac.org/data-dashboard
https://data.ny.gov/Human-Services/Child-Care-Regulated-Programs/cb42-qumz/about_data
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