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Approximately 65,000 young children
across New York State are found
eligible for Early Intervention (EI)
annually, but thousands are not
receiving timely and comprehensive
services, because there are not enough
providers to meet their needs. Similarly,
preschoolers with disabilities in New
York State are too often left waiting for
the services they need due to
inadequate funding.

85% of brain development occurs before
children start school. Without the right
kind of support, children with delays or
disabilities lose their chance to reach
their full potential. All Early Intervention providers in New York state

must receive increased compensation to address
the severe provider shortage that is resulting in
thousands of children waiting for – or denied –
services and therapies they need. To retain
current providers and attract new professionals to
the field, New York State should increase Early
Intervention reimbursement rates by 11% for all
services delivered in-person and adopt higher
rates or rate add-ons to cover the costs of in-
person service delivery.

Recent data reveals the inadequacy of current
access to timely interventions for infants and
toddlers with developmental delays and
disabilities. New York State reported that in
FFY2020, 34% of EI families received services
after the 30-day deadline. 

Priority 1
Increase Early Intervention rates by 11%

across the board.
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Ensure sufficient long-term resources for
preschool special education by developing a new
preschool special education tuition rate-setting
methodology that more accurately covers the
costs of providing PSE services and instruction.
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Priority 4
Require annual report

Require that the Bureau of Early Intervention
publish an annual report about the receipt of
services with data on the timeliness of delivery of
services included in Individualized Family Service
Plans, disaggregated by county and
race/ethnicity.

Priority 3
Ensure long-term resources for Preschool

Special Education

Priority 2
Institute higher rates or rate add-ons to cover

the higher costs of in-person service delivery to
ensure all children who need in-person services

have access to them.
AOf those families currently receiving services, a
large number are limited to remote, telehealth
delivery because no in-person provider is available.
We are particularly concerned about the inequities
of one- and two-year-old children in low-income
communities of color being offered services only
over a screen while their peers receive the benefit
of in-person physical therapy or speech therapy. 

While telehealth service delivery provided access
during the COVID-19 pandemic to many families
who might have gone without services, providers
are now able to safely deliver services face-to-face
in many circumstances. The decision to provide 
in-person vs. telehealth services should be based
on the effectiveness of the services, the individual
needs of the child, and parent preference—not
based solely on provider availability. The rate for 
in-person service provision should reflect the extra
costs for transportation and travel time borne by the
provider. 


