Children's Interfaith Weekend
What

During Children's Interfaith Weekend, faith
communities across Monroe County
dedicate time to hold children in prayer or
intention and take action on their behalf at
worship services or special events.

Why

We are inspired by sacred texts and
teachings. We advocate for effective
policies and solutions for the health,
education and success of children. We are
especially committed to children who are
vulnerable because of poverty, racism,
health inequities and trauma.

Who

When

All faith-based communities and
organizations are welcome to participate!
Children's Interfaith Weekend is
organized by the Interfaith Collaborative,
a project of The Children's Agenda.
October 21 - 23
Services/events throughout Monroe
County
Sunday, Oct. 23, 8:00am
Community-wide circle of intention
Rochester City School District Central
Office, 131 W. Broad Street, Rochester

Raise Democracy.
Re-ignite Hope.

www.thechildrensagenda.org

Fostering Children's Hope Through
Solutions Not Suspensions
The Need

The Solution

Schools should be places where
students are welcomed and supported
in their learning and development. But
across New York, children as young as
kindergarten lose out on instruction each
year because of suspensions, often for
normal, youthful behavior.

20
days

Students who miss out on
20 days or more in a school
year are significantly less
likely to graduate.

180
days

In New York, suspensions
can last up to 180 days -an entire school year -- for
children as young as
kindergarten.

students and students
Equity Black
with disabilities are
disproportionately
suspended.

Action
Changes
Things

New York state must end the reliance
on suspensions as the default way to
discipline students. Students should be
held accountable for their behaviors
through age appropriate, restorative and
trauma-informed interventions that help
children learn from mistakes like...

Early childhood mental
health consultation
Tiered interventions
like the Pyramid Model
Trauma informed
practices
Restorative practices
like peace circles and
restorative justice

84%
Monroe County parents support
reducing suspensions in
Pre-Kindergarten - Third Grade

Join with residents of Rochester and Monroe County
in calling on state legislators to enact changes in
New York state regulations to reduce the use of
suspensions, especially in Pre-K through 3rd grade.
Go to www.thechildrensagenda.org and click on
"Take Action" to sign the Solutions Not
Suspensions petition.

