
RECAP: The Advocate In You

On Tuesday, August 25th, the Kids Can't Wait Campaign held a virtual meeting to hear from parents about what currently
is and isn't working with Early Intervention and Preschool Special Education services. 

We had a good turn out with parents from Monroe County, Onondaga County and New York City. Amidst the noticeable
frustration the following summarizes what was discussed:

(1) Parents want to return to in-person services;

(2) Parents want Individualized Education Programs (IEP) and Individualized Family Service Plans (IFSP) to be
followed whether in-person, teletherapy, or a combination of both, as well as in emergency child care centers to the

Create PDF in your applications with the Pdfcrowd HTML to PDF API PDFCROWD

https://pdfcrowd.com/doc/api/?ref=pdf
https://pdfcrowd.com/?ref=pdf


extent that it is feasible; and

(3) Better communication with all involved. Some parents don't know who to contact with questions about the process. A
clearer chain of command and process to ask questions or lodge complaints is necessary.

This was the 2nd of many events the Kids Can't Wait Campaign has coming up. If you have suggestions for event topics
please forward them to kristen@thechildrensagenda.org.

PHP Telehealth Survey Results

The Parents Helping Parents Coalition of Monroe County conducted a parent survey to find out how Telehealth for
Early Intervention and Preschool Special Education services were going. Here they share the final results, gathered
from 96 respondents.

A general summary would include the need for improved communication between families and their service
coordinators/CPSE chairs, the overwhelming majority of families identifying that their child is making less progress
with telehealth than in-person (or they could not tell), the overwhelming majority of families can't wait for in-person
services to resume, and the need for more timely transition to telehealth if ever needed again in the future. The
service most often participated in by families is Speech Therapy and the service most often opted-out of is
Occupational Therapy. There was representation from many different zip codes and the overwhelming majority of
families have multiple children in the household. 

PHP plans to launch a second PARENT survey in mid-October to assess needs in the new school year. The goal of
all three surveys is to identify ways in which we can best advocate for improved service provision of both EI and
PSE for the benefit of both families and providers.

All questions regarding the survey should be directed to parentshelpingparentsmonroe@gmail.com
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Meet Adrian

(Written by his mother Zuleika)

Adrian was evaluated in March 2019 and began receiving Early Intervention services in July 2019. Prior to services
Adrian lacked communication skills and it was very hard to comfort him or know what he needed. After starting
Early Intervention services he began improving and expanding his communication skills which made things a bit
easier for us as a family.

Adrian was discharged from Early Intervention around April/May 2020 and was referred to his school district for an
evaluation. The school district evaluation showed that he has a severe delay in his speech. As a result he has been
able to return to his former agency and therapist for services. I feel that the few months break that he got from being
discharged, resulted in his speech kind of falling back and now I am noticing that I am having to constantly have
him repeat himself so I can understand what he is trying say.

On September 10, 2020 Adrian began virtual PreK speech services. We are now working on having him speak more
in sentences and pronunciations.

 

 

Create PDF in your applications with the Pdfcrowd HTML to PDF API PDFCROWD

https://pdfcrowd.com/doc/api/?ref=pdf
https://pdfcrowd.com/?ref=pdf


Kids Can't Wait Survey

The Parents Helping Parents survey provided a great insight to what is
happening in Monroe County. Thus, following in their footsteps the Kids
Can't Wait campaign will distribute a similar survey to other counties so
we may get an over all look at what is happening across the state.
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