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Early Intervention Deadline Extended for New York State 3-year-olds

On Friday, June 27th, the Kids Can't Wait Campaign sent out an action alert, asking Governor  Cuomo and the

Department of Health to extend the June 30th deadline for three year old children to be able to continue
receiving Early Intervention services as they wait to receive an evaluation for Preschool Special Education. The
alert was sent out via email and social media and parents/ providers, and advocates throughout the state indeed
TOOK ACTION!

On Monday, June 30th, the State announced that the deadline would be extended until August 31st,  saving
hundreds of children from having these pertinent services interrupted.

The Kids Can't Wait Campaign THANKS  everyone who took the time to take action.

 

What’s Next? Action Steps to Improve
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Early Intervention and Preschool Special Education

Over the next few months we will work to:

 1.  Secure increased federal funding for local and state governments, including school districts, to prevent
cuts to Early Intervention and Preschool Special Education services and staff.

 2.  Monitor back-to-school plans to support policies and practices that will keep Preschool Special
Education students healthy and safe while receiving services.

 3.  Continue to gather and share stories from parents and service providers about their experiences during
COVID-19.

 4.  Influence the development of the FY2021-22 New York Budget to advance proposals that will have a
positive impact on young children with developmental delays and disabilities, e.g. the Covered Lives
proposal to ensure that commercial insurers are paying their fair share of the cost of EI services.

 

Meet Willie, J.R.

(Written by his mother Nicole)

The services Willie began receiving in 2016 have helped both of us. Willie received special education,
occupational therapy and speech. The service providers and therapists that were assigned to assist us were
amazing. I learned how to teach Willie and teach myself with encouragement from all of them along the
way. The special education therapist even took the time to guide me through the whole process of enrolling
Willie into EPK. He is striving and doing a wonderful job in Kindergarten right now due to the services he
received.

I recommend that all parents who may be embarrassed to look past the negative aspects or thoughts of your
child receiving services and look at them as beautiful little babies. Look forward to their bright future and
get them the assistance that they need. It is ok. Willie is my bright, shiny star!
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Your Voice Matters

The Kids Can’t Wait Campaign's primary goal is to ensure that
children birth to age 5 receive the developmental services they need
in a timely manner. One of our best sources of information comes
from the parents and providers who are impacted by the Early
Intervention and Preschool Special Education systems.

To help inform our advocacy efforts we want to hear from you about
the good, the bad, the ugly and everything in between. We'd like to
know such things as: How is teletherapy going? Has anyone
returned to in-person services/classes? If so, how is it going? If not,
what are the barriers/concerns? What are your thoughts about
preschool in the fall? Are there any children still being waitlisted for
services or who do not have access?

To share your stories, thoughts, concerns please contact Kristen
Rogers at kristen@thechildrensagenda.org.

 

Advocacy… Never… Stops…

For children facing extreme challenges, it just can’t.  As a result of
the pandemic, our community is suffering. And it’s changing.  But
while the issues The Children’s Agenda works on may change, our
work itself does not.  

Our advocacy continues, our research on smart choices evolves and
deepens, and our work with collaborative partners to build a bold
future where systems work for kids has only begun.  

Our Mid-Year appeal has begun. Now, like so many others, The
Children’s Agenda’s finances are at risk because of the pandemic.
 We need your support!  Please give today!

Give Today!

https://default.salsalabs.org/T5ababe45-daff-43ec-bdcb-0e775a6bc587/559ef2e8-5e4c-4fc0-b52a-44d989600c82
https://default.salsalabs.org/T608a6ecf-992f-4b73-96b7-4bcc84df1940/0f21ca9b-8aeb-4574-8f5b-065dc2fe1c75
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