
Spotlight On ACTION
High school attendance and graduation rates vary greatly in Rochester. In looking at the highest 
performing schools and those making the greatest strides, a common factor is that they have an engaging 
school environment with high-quality teaching, positive student-teacher and student-student relationships, 
and a sense of safety and order. A positive school environment does not happen by accident – it is 
intentionally and consistently fostered.

One way to foster such an environment is through an advisory program. These programs include small 
groups of students who meet regularly with an advisor. The success of advisory programs in Rochester, 
and in schools around the nation, led RCSD to initiate advisory programs district-wide in all high schools 
beginning this year. Each school is designing its own advisory program to fit the needs of its students. 

ROC the Future is providing support to Joseph C. Wilson Magnet School and Edison Career and Technology 
High School as they implement their programs. Lessons learned from these schools will be shared with 
RCSD so they can apply those learnings to the professional development and the support they provide 
district-wide. The goal is that these programs will:
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Every Child Is College & Career Ready 

College and Career Readiness

   FAFSA submissions by                   44% 
   end of March32  
                           
   High school graduates who          53% 
   enrolled in college in the  
   first year after high school33                 

   Students enrolled in college         65% 
   who returned for a second year34        
  

   Students who completed a           19% 
   post-secondary degree within  
   six years35               

         Arrows indicate changes from the previous school year.

GOAL: 
Rochester students 
graduate prepared 
to enter college 
or career training 
programs and 
persist to complete 
those programs

32 2019 data, Rochester Education Foundation
33 2017 data, National Student Clearinghouse
34 2016 data, National Student Clearinghouse
35 2018 data, National Student Clearinghouse
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Cameron graduated from The Leadership Academy 
for Young Men in 2017. The transition to college 
was initially a challenge due to the rigor of the 
coursework and the need to prioritize his efforts. 
With the support of community mentors, teachers, 
and family, he persisted and graduated in 2019 
with an associate’s degree in Communications and 
Media Studies. Since graduating, Cameron traveled 
in Europe and has been investing energy into his 
clothing line. He is working full-time and will soon 
continue his studies, pursuing a bachelor’s degree 
in Business Communications. His experiences have 
taught him that if he perseveres, he can accomplish 
anything.

Every student should graduate  
from high school ready to pursue training for a 
career or college. Yet, nationally, almost half of high 
school graduates have not taken a course of study 
that prepares them for advanced training or higher 
education.36 As a community, we need to apply 
our collective resources and efforts to ensuring 
Rochester’s young adults are on a path to self-
sufficiency and well-being.

In High School…

A significant barrier to enrolling in post-
secondary training and education programs is 
affordability. That is why the Rochester College 
Access Network has been working to increase 
the number of students who submit the Free 
Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) by 
March of their senior year in high school. This 
increases the chances that students will receive 
student aid packages that allow them to enroll 
in career training programs or college. Last 
year, 44% of seniors at both RCSD and charter 
schools completed the FAFSA.37

36 EdTrust, 2016
37 Rochester Education Foundation, 2019

“The progress of the world      
  depends almost entirely 

   on education.”                           
                          - George Eastman
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Enrolling in College...
The most recent data indicate that 53% of RCSD graduates go on to enroll in college at some time during 
the first year after high school – 37% at two-year institutions and 16% at four-year institutions.38 The most 
common institutions for enrollment are:

• Monroe Community College • Finger Lakes Community College  • Alfred State College
• University at Buffalo  • Rochester Institute of Technology  • Keuka College
• Genesee Community College • The College at Brockport   • Nazareth College
• University of Rochester 

Staying in College...
Enrolling in college is only the first step. Students 
must then persist in their education. The most 
common time for students to drop out of post-
secondary education is between their first and 
second years. Significantly more students persist 
who attend four-year institutions than two-year 
institutions.39

Finishing College...
RCSD’s Class of 2012 illustrates the different paths that high school graduates may take as they move into 
their adult lives.40

• In the first year after high school, 63% of graduates enrolled in a two-year or four-year institution.

• However, over the course of six years, only 19% persisted to graduation.

• Among those who stop their post-secondary enrollment at some point, very few return.

This underscores the need to ensure that high school graduates are prepared for post-secondary education 
and that they receive the necessary supports – academic, emotional, social, and financial – to continue 
through to graduation.

38-39-40 National Student Clearinghouse
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You Can Make a Difference...
Businesses Provide paid time off for parents to attend school conferences • Host book drives • 

Require teen employees to attend school and have passing grades • Put children’s books in waiting 

areas • Provide on-site childcare • Pay livable wages • Provide paid time off for children’s medical and 

dental appointments • Offer high school internships and summer employment

Childcare Providers Get training on developmental milestones • Refer children for developmental 

screenings when needed • Read with children every day • Teach children social and emotional skills • 

Use Ready Rosie videos

Coaches Require players to attend school and have passing grades • Connect players who are 

struggling in school with tutoring and support services • Expect positive behavior on and off the field

Faith Communities Host book drives • Provide afterschool, weekend, and summer programs for 

children • Mentor youth

Government Invest in youth development programs • Prioritize affordable housing • Build 

neighborhood playgrounds • Put mini-playspaces at major bus stops • Invest in the early childhood 

and youth development workforce • Train all recreation staff in social-emotional learning and trauma-

informed practices • Hire more teen literacy aides • Invest in community-wide literacy projects • Invest 

in universal pre-kindergarten programs for 3-year-olds and 4-year-olds

Medical Professionals Ask parents and children about school attendance • Conduct comprehensive 

developmental screenings and refer children when further evaluation is needed • Teach parents about 

developmental milestones • Give children books to take home when you see them for an appointment

Property Owners Keep sidewalks cleared in the winter for children walking to school • Provide new 

renters a welcome basket with children’s books • Maintain outdoor playspace on your property •  

Provide free wi-fi to tenants  

Neighbors Help parents get their children to school • Ask teenagers why they aren’t in school • Host 

reading parties on your front porch • Ask neighborhood children what funny or interesting thing 

happened at school today 

Parents and Families Read to your child daily from birth through eight years • Get a library card •  

Take your child to the library regularly • Visit city parks • Take your child for a hike • Take your child to 

the beach • Visit a museum • Cook with your child • Use Ready Rosie videos • Take your child to doctor 

and dental check-ups every year • Learn about developmental milestones • Get to know your child’s 

teachers • Get your child to school every day • Get to know the parents of your child’s friends • Make 

sure your child has a designated place and time to do homework • Ask for help when you need it  

Philanthropists Align your funding priorities with cradle-to-career outcomes • Provide resources for 

evaluation of process and outcomes
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is led by its Conveners

Action for a Better Community, Center for Governmental Research, Children’s Institute, 
City of Rochester, Common Ground Health, Community Advisory Council, Congressman Joe 
Morelle, East High School in Partnership with the University of Rochester, ESL Federal Credit 
Union, Farash Foundation, Great Schools for All, Greater Rochester After School Alliance, 
Greater Rochester Chamber of Commerce, Greater Rochester Health Foundation, Ibero 
American Action League, JPMorgan Chase, Monroe Community College,  Monroe County, 
Nazareth College, North East Charter School Network, NYS Senator Joe Robach, Rochester 
Area Community Foundation, Rochester City Council, Rochester City School Board, Rochester 
City School District, Rochester Education Foundation, Rochester Educational Opportunity 
Center, Rochester-Monroe Anti-Poverty Initiative, Rochester Public Library, St. John Fisher 
College, The Children’s Agenda, The College at Brockport, and United Way.
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School Readiness Outcome Team Lead
Children’s Institute, Nazareth College
Membership: ABC Headstart, ABVI-Goodwill, Child Care Council, 
City of Rochester, Common Ground Health, ECE Quality 
Council, Greater Rochester Quality Council, Healthy Baby 
Network, Hillside Children’s Center, Mt. Hope Family Center, 
Metro Council for Teen Potential, Monroe Community College, 
Monroe County Dept. of Public Health, Nazareth College, 
NYS Office of Children and Family Services, Regional Early 
Childhood Direction Center, Rochester City School District, 
Rochester Regional Hospital, YMCA, Society for the Protection 
and Care of Children, Step by Step Developmental Services, The 
Children’s Agenda, United Way of Greater Rochester, University 
of Rochester Dept. of Pediatrics, SUNY Brockport, Rochester 
Hearing and Speech Center, Monroe BOCES

Early Grade Reading Outcome Team Lead
City of Rochester, Rochester City School District 
and Rochester Public Library
Membership: Rochester City School District, City of Rochester, 
Common Ground Health, Rochester Public Library, Children’s 
Institute, Action for a Better Community, Greater Rochester 
Health Foundation, The Children’s Agenda, Nazareth College, 
Boys & Girls Club, Greater Rochester Summer Learning 
Association, Center for Governmental Research, Greater 
Rochester After School Alliance

High School Graduation Outcome Team Lead
Rochester City School District 
Membership: Rochester City School District, Citizen Action NY, 
Rochester Works!, Hillside Work-Scholarship Connection, Metro 
Council for Teen Potential, Center for Governmental Research, 
ESL Charitable Foundation, The Children’s Agenda, Greater 
Rochester After School Alliance

Perinatal Collaborative Action Network Lead
Healthy Baby Network
Membership: Baby Love, Child Care Council, Coordinated 
Care Services, Inc., Eastman Dental, Excellus Blue Cross Blue 
Shield, Fidelis Care, Finger Lakes Children’s Environmental 
Health Center, Greater Rochester Health Foundation, Healthy 
Baby Network, Highland Family Medicine, Hillside - Parents as 
Teachers, Jordan Health, March of Dimes , Metro Council for 
Teen Potential, Monroe County WIC, Monroe Plan for Medical 
Care, MVP Healthcare, Nazareth College, NeighborWorks 
Rochester, Nurse-Family Partnership, Parkway OBGYN, 
Pathstone, Phillis Wheatley Library, Planned Parenthood, 
Regional Early Childhood Direction Center, Rochester City 
School District, Regional Primary Care Network, Society for 
the Protection and Care of Children, Successful Pathways, 
The Housing Council, The Women’s Center at Alexander Park, 
Trillium Health, Unity Health/Rochester Regional, Unity West 
Main OBGYN, University of Rochester Medical Center 

 
 
 
 

Expanded Learning Opportunities 
Collaborative Action Network Lead 
Greater Rochester After School Alliance 
Membership: Rochester City School District, United Way, 
Children’s Institute, Monroe County Youth Bureau, Wilson 
Foundation, City of Rochester, Girl Scouts, Greater Rochester 
Health Foundation, Horizons @ Warner, Community Place of 
Greater Rochester, Boy Scouts, YMCA, EnCompass Resources, 
Boys & Girls Club, Greater Rochester Summer Learning 
Association, Monroe County 

School Attendance Collaborative Action 
Network Lead 
Rochester City School District 
Membership includes committed volunteers as well as 
representatives from the following organizations: Causewave 
Community Partners, Coordinated Care Services, Inc., Hillside 
Children’s Center, Ibero American Action League, Monroe 
County Department of Probation, Rochester Americorps, WDKX 

Parent Engagement Collaborative Action 
Network Lead 
ROC the Future; Head Start; University of 
Rochester, Department of Pediatrics
Membership: ABC Headstart, Children’s Institute, Common 
Ground Health, ECE Quality Council, Greater Rochester Health 
Foundation, Greater Rochester Quality Council, Healthy 
Baby Network, Ibero American Action League, Mental Health 
Association, Monroe BOCES, Monroe County Dept. of Health & 
Human Services, Parent Leadership Training Institute, Regional 
Early Childhood Direction Center, Rochester City School District, 
Rochester Childfirst Network, Rochester Area Community 
Foundation, Rochester Public Library, The Children’s Agenda, 
University of Rochester, NYS Senator Robach, National Parent 
Leadership Institute

Rochester College Access Collaborative 
Action Network Lead 
Rochester Education Foundation  
Membership includes committed volunteers as well as 
representatives from the following organizations: Bryant 
and Stratton College, Hillside Work-Scholarship Connection, 
Horizons-Cognitive Marketing, JJ College Admission Advising, 
Monroe Community College, Monroe Council for Teen Potential, 
National Council of Jewish Women, Nazareth College, Rochester 
Area Community Foundation, Rochester City School District, 
Rochester Education Foundation, Rochester Institute of 
Technology, St. John Fisher College, SUNY Brockport and REOC, 
SUNY Geneseo, United Way of Greater Rochester, University of 
Rochester, Urban League of Rochester, and Young Women’s 
College Prep
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