
 

 

SPEAKING AT PUBLIC FORUMS 
1. Check when the next meeting is being held. The government’s website usually has a 

list of all upcoming meetings that are scheduled.  Monroe County Legislature meetings 

are generally held on the second Tuesday of every month at 6:00 pm. 

2. Pick a topic you have concerns about for your public comment. You can comment on 

things happening currently or future legislation that’s being discussed. Only choose 1 

topic to cover per meeting so you have time to talk about it.  Developing 2-3 key 

speaking points in advance can be helpful. 

3. Sign up to speak at the meeting if you need to. Check the government website or call to 

see what the rules are for signing up to speak.  To register to speak at the Monroe 

County Legislature meetings, call 753-1950 on the day of the meeting.  You will be 

allowed 2 minutes to speak.  The Legislators will not respond to your comments at the 

meeting. 

4. Step up to one of the microphones at the meeting when it’s time to speak. The 

Chairperson may open public comment by announcing the allotted time provided for 

the comment period and for individual speakers. When your name is called, approach 

the podium and microphone. 

5. State your name and where you live if it’s required. Voice your opinion clearly to the 

legislators and community.  Tell your own personal story.  Use facts to back up your 

opinion if you can, but remember that stories from constituents are most powerful.  

Talk to the legislators as a whole rather than addressing an individual member. Try to 

summarize the main point of your comment in 1 sentence so the legislators know what 

to expect while you’re speaking. Refrain from using filler words, such as “ah” or “um,” 

and talk about the concerns you have. Use the rest of your time to give evidence to the 

concern you’re making so the legislators understand why you’re bringing it up. If 

someone already said what you were planning to say, you can tell the legislators that 

you agree with that person’s statement before giving personal opinions or evidence. 

Don’t be disorderly or verbally attack any legislators since you can be cut off and 

prevented from speaking. Don’t use your time to promote any products, services, or 

other candidates for public positions. 
6. End your comment within the allotted time frame. In many situation you will be given 

a 30-second warning so you have time to wrap up your comment. Please be attentive to 

the time allotted out of respect for other speakers. This maximizes the number of 

speakers who are able to participate. When your time is up, thank the council and 

return to your seat. 

 


