
10  l  National Observance of Children’s Sabbaths® Celebration

CHRISTIAN WORSHIP RESOURCES FOR THE CHILDREN’S SABBATH

Episcopal Liturgy for Children’s Sabbath

This sample liturgy provides suggestions for incorporating the focus of the National 
Observance of Children’s Sabbaths celebration into the standard Episcopal liturgy for 
Proper 24, Year B, which falls on October 21, 2018.

Throughout the liturgy, we have provided two options, one from The Book of Common 
Prayer and the other from Enriching Our Worship: Supplemental Liturgical Materials 
prepared by The Standing Commission on Liturgy and Music of The Episcopal Church.

The Word of God
Hymn: “O Threefold God of Tender Unity” (#743, WLP), “Joyful We Adore Thee” (#304), 
“Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” (#423), “God the Sculptor of the Mountains” (#746, WLP)

Opening Sentences

Option 1: (From The Book of Common Prayer, hereafter referred to as BCP)
Celebrant:  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People:  And blessed be His kingdom, now and forever. Amen.

Option 2: (From Enriching Our Worship: Supplemental Liturgical Materials prepared by  
The Standing Commission on Liturgy and Music, hereafter referred to as EOW)
Celebrant:  Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.
People:  Glory to God forever and ever.

Celebrant may say: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you 
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

Song of Praise: “God Is Love” (#379), “We Will Extol You” (#404), “Creating God, Your Fingers 
Trace” (#394)

The Collect of the Day
Option 1: (BCP)
Celebrant:  The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Celebrant:  Let us pray.

The Collect: Almighty and everlasting God, in Christ you have revealed your glory among 
the nations: Preserve the works of your mercy, that your Church throughout the world may 
persevere with steadfast faith in the confession of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Option 2: (EOW)
Celebrant:  God be with you.
People: And also with you.
Celebrant:  Let us pray.
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On the Children’s Sabbath
Eternal God, you sent us Jesus, hope of the world, who came to us first as a child in poverty, 
who fled the threat of violence as a refugee. Help us to follow him through as servant leaders 
to bring your love and justice to children; through Jesus Christ your Child who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever. People: Amen.

People: Amen.

Option 3: (BCP)
For Social Justice:
Almighty God, who created us in your own image: Grant us grace fearlessly to contend against 
evil and to make no peace with oppression; and, that we may reverently use our freedom, help 
us to employ it in the maintenance of justice in our communities and among the nations, to 
the glory of your holy Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

The Lessons

Old Testament: Exodus 33:12-23 [Alternate: Isaiah 53:4-12]

Option 1:
(BCP) After each reading, the Reader says: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Option 2:
(EOW) After each reading, the Reader says: Hear what the Spirit is saying to the churches.
People: Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Ps. 104:1-9, 25m 37b [Alternate: Psalm 91:9-16]

Epistle: Hebrews 5:1-10

Gospel: Mark 10:35-45

Option 1:
(BCP) The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to St. Matthew.
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Option 2:
(EOW) The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ, according to St. Matthew.

The Sermon 
(See Sermon Resources on Pages 69-77)

The Nicene Creed

The Prayers of the People and Confession of Sin

Option 1: 
Form II, Form IV, or Form VI which follows: (BCP)

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.

Silence.
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For all people in their daily life and work;
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.
For this community, the nation and the world;
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.
For the just and proper use of our creation;
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.
For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.
For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.
For [N. our presiding Bishop, and N. our Bishop(s); and for] all bishops and other ministers;
For all who serve God in his Church.
For the special needs and concerns of this congregation.

Silence.

The people may add their own petitions. 
Hear us, Lord;

For your mercy is great. 
We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life.

Silence.

The people may add their own thanksgivings.

We will exalt you, O God our King; 
And praise your Name for ever and ever.

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom.

Silence.

The people may add their own petitions.

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; Who put their trust in you. 
We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins.

Silence may be kept.

Leader and People 
Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; in your compassion forgive us our sins, known and 
unknown, things done and left undone; And so uphold us by your Spirit that we may live and 
serve you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of your name; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen.

Prayers of the People 

Option 2
On this weekend celebrated as Children’s Sabbath in congregations across the land, trusting that 
God hears both the prayers we offer in the silence of our hearts and those we voice together, let us 
pray for the Church and for the world. The psalmist praised God as a Mighty Ruler, Lover of Justice. 
When I say “Mighty God, Lover of Justice,” let us all respond, “hear our prayers.”
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Grant, O God, that all who gather in Christ’s name will throw wide our doors and our hearts 
and lift our hands and voices to proclaim your promise of love and will for justice, especially for 
those who are young, poor, vulnerable, and oppressed.

Silence

Mighty God, Lover of Justice,  
Hear our prayer.

Guide our nation and all of our leaders, that they will champion the cause of the children and 
families most oppressed and govern with truth, compassion, and justice.

Silence

Mighty God, Lover of Justice, 
Hear our prayer.

Bless the families of our world, especially the billion who lack the income, clean water, health 
care or education needed to live into the fullness of life.

Silence

Mighty God, Lover of Justice,  
Hear our prayer.

Strengthen us to create a nation and world of justice so that every child may live with plenty 
and not poverty, with peace and not threatened by violence, surrounded by family, not 
separated, so that all children have lives of hope, not despair.

Silence

Mighty God, Lover of Justice,  
Hear our prayer.

Comfort all who suffer, especially those who are hungry, are victims of violence, or struggle 
without a job or enough income to meet their needs.

Silence

Mighty God, Lover of Justice,  
Hear our prayer.

Gather to yourself all who have died, especially those who died from poverty, violence, and 
other causeswe could have prevented.

Silence

Mighty God, Lover of Justice,  
Hear our prayer. 

Almighty God, Lover of Justice, hear these the prayers of your children and grant them for the 
sake of your beloved child Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Absolution
Option 1: (BCP)
The Bishop when present, or the Priest: 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord, Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
Amen.

Option 2: (EOW) 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
Amen.

The Peace 
The Celebrant says to the people: 
Let us share the peace of Christ with one another, and give thanks for the children among us 
who show us new ways to walk in peace together.

Option 1: (BCP)
Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People: And also with you.

Option 2: (EOW)
Celebrant: The peace of Christ be always with you.
People: And also with you.

The Holy Communion
Offertory Hymn: “When the Poor One” (#802 WLP), “As Those of Old” (#705)

(You may wish to include the Act of Commitment as a way for parishioners to make an 
offering of themselves—their time, commitment, voices.)

The Great Thanksgiving 
Option 1: Eucharistic Prayer C (BCP)

Proper Preface for Children’s Sabbath 
Because you have blessed us with children and have given your own Child, the Prince of 
Peace, Jesus Christ, to reveal the fullness of your love and mercy.

Option 2: Eucharistic Prayer for the Children’s Sabbath
Celebrant:  The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.

Celebrant:  Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:  It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Celebrant:   We give you thanks and praise, amazing God, who made heaven and earth and  

sea, and all that is in them, who keeps faith forever, who executes justice for the 
oppressed, who gives food to the hungry; You watch over the strangers, uphold  
the children and most vulnerable parents, and have triumphed over sin and evil.  
(from Psalm 146)
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On this Children’s Sabbath day, we give you thanks, O God, especially for children, for the 
blessing they are and the blessing we may be to them, as we seek to heed your prophets and 
do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with you.

And so we join the saints and angels in proclaiming your glory, as we sing (say),

Celebrant and People: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full 
of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.

The Celebrant continues: We praise you, O God, for sending your beloved child Jesus born as a 
baby nurtured by his family, and protected by strangers, who grew as a child who was taught 
in his temple, surrounded by his community, and guided by his parents, who became an adult 
who loved and blessed the children, who cared for those who were sick, poor, and left out, who 
taught that God loves us like a parent, and who called us his friends. This one who was born a 
baby needing us died our Savior whom we all need, triumphant even over death, freeing us to 
live as your beloved children.

(At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or lay a hand upon 
it; and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other 
vessel containing the wine to be consecrated.)

On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at the table with his friends. He took bread, gave 
thanks, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for 
you. As you do this, remember me.”

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again, he gave thanks, gave it to them, and 
said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for you 
and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, remember me.”

Around your table, as your children, O God, we remember Jesus Christ, 
Who came in love, lived in love, and died in love, 
Who was and is and is to come. 
We offer to you our gifts of bread and wine, 
And we offer to you our lives.

Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be for us the body and blood of Christ, 
that they strengthen us to welcome the children, to show your love, to work for your justice, to 
bring your peace. Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

The Breaking of the Bread
Option 1: (BCP)
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
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Option 2: (EOW)
We break this bread to share in the Body of Christ.
We who are many are one body, for we all share in the one bread.

Communion Hymn: “Lord, Whose Love Through Humble Service” (#610), “As We Gather at 
Your Table” (#763 WLP), “The Church of Christ in Every Age” (#779 WLP), “Lord You Give the 
Great Commission” (#780 WLP)

Post Communion Prayer 
Option 1: (BCP) 
Let us pray. Eternal God, heavenly Father, You have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior, Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of 
his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart, through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Option 2: (adapted from EOW) 
Loving God, we give you thanks for restoring us in your image and nourishing us with spiritual 
food in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood. Now send us forth a people, forgiven, 
healed, renewed; that we may proclaim your love to the world through serving the children 
and continue in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.

The Blessing (adapted from EOW)
The Wisdom of God
the Love of God
and the Grace of God
strengthen you
to be Christ’s hands and heart in this world,
reaching out especially to our children,
in the name of the Holy Trinity. Amen. 
(source: Celtic)

The Dismissal
Celebrant:  Remembering especially all our children, go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God.


